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icals have played a key role in the green revolution and are even today commonly recommended to circumvent
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production; it causes a profound deteriorating eHect on soil health (soil fertility) and in turn negatively aHects
the productivity and sustainability of crops. Concern over disturbance to the microbial diversity and
consequently soil fertility (as these microbes are involved in biogeochemical processes), as well as economic
constraints, have prompted fun- mental and applied research to look for new agro-biotechnologies that can
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