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conserve and manage the environ-has tripled to 2. 4 million. ment, and they have considerable technical and
managerial capabilities and resources to offer. They Both the National Marine Fisheries Service ( NMFS ) focus
public discourse and attention on issues of and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service ( USFWS ) both interest to
them. Land trusts protect ecologically compile information on saltwater fishing. The important lands by
purchasing them; these activities USFWS reports that the number of saltwater anglers are often undertaken in
concert with public agencies increased significantly between 1970 and 1985, while as part of a regional strategy
to protect the environ-expenditures on saltwater fishing more than doubled ment. Many NGOs provide
additional research and during the same time period ( USFWS, 1997 ). NMFS monitoring resources, and help
track conditions and reports that the estimated number of people partici-issues. Occasionally, through adroit
political and pating in marine recreational fishing has leveled off legal pressure, NGOs are instrumental in
compelling in the past five years ( increasing by only one percent industry or government agencies to favor
environ-since 1993 ) and now stands at over 12 million mental protection over other possible outcomes. ( NMFS,
1998 ). These sources notwithstanding, one cannot draw...
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