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illustrated. 1903 Excerpt: . . . year with the big reduction works and railroad. NEW MEXICO. By F. A. Jones, E. M. ,
C. E. , LL. D. Field Assistant of United States Geological Survey, Albuquerque, X. Mex. The work in collecting the
production of the precious metals of New Mexico for the year 1902 has been carried out by personal inquiry and
visit into every mining camp and district in the Territory. In many respects the results for the year in question
are disappointing, but from a standpoint of scientific and intelligent mining and metallurgy which is now
receiving the attention of operators generally throughout the more prominent camps, the outlook for the
future is, indeed, very promising. While the production of gold and silver will always contribute materially to the
wealth of New Mexico, the real greatness of its mineral values lie in its extensive coal and iron deposits. New
Mexico is the cradle of the earliest operations of mining in the United States. It was here in 1541 that Coronado
pushed his intrepid band of explorers across the burning wastes of sand to the traditional city of the Gran
Quivira in search of the seven fabled cities of Cibola. He led this expedition as far north as Santa Fe, and his
coterie of adventurers are said to have filled their packs with gold dust, nuggets, and turquoise, taken from the
terror-stricken inhabitants of these ancient pueblos. From that time on New Mexico has contributed to the
wealth of the...
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