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illustrated. 1898 Excerpt: . return periodically, and are usually treated by the attending physicians by
hydrotherapeutic measures. As a rule the pain disappeared in a few days under this treatment and patient was
again able to follow her usual vocation. Becker was called to the patient in one of these attacks and learned
from the history that the pains, during which the girl threw herself around in bed for hours, returned in about
four weeks, and that the child, who by no means gave the impression of being anemic, had never menstruated.
A physical examination, which was permitted only aEer lengthy opposition, revealed total occlusion of the
hymen, which felt tough, and was strongly protruded by a tense elastic tumor. He had, therefore, to deal with
retained menstrual secretion in the vagina caused by atresia hymenalis. The treatment was of course very
simple; a crucial incision opened the hymen and a full liter of darkjbrown, semisolid blood was evacuated. AEer
irrigating the vagina with lukewarm, water, iodoform gauze was passed in through the incision, and was
removed on the following day. The patient was at once relieved, and has since then menstruated regularly, and
without pain. For the Positive Diagnosis of the Bacilli of Diphtheria in the Diphtheritic Membrane. M. Neisser
hasdiscovered a procedure which enables one to make the diagnosis in a short time. The specimen is smeared
on plates of grape-sugar serum agar, and these are placed for six hours in an incubator at 34-360 C....
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