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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Fifty Years in Oregon: Experiences, Observations,
and Commentaries Ries Upon Men, Measures, and Customs in Pioneer Days and Later Times Although | have
selected Fifty Years in Oregon as the title of this book, my actual residence in the Beaver State - and on the
planet - began sixty years ago to-day. The opening sentences of this chapter are being written on March 12,
1911, the sixtieth anniversary of an event which, if it had not occurred, would have materially changed my
plans in many respects. | am not an Oregon pioneer in the sense that | pioneered myself, or was pioneered by
somebody else, into this great and wonderful part of Uncle Sam s domain in the days when it required a vast
amount of courage, self-reliance, and a certain degree of recklessness of consequences, to abandon the
comforts and safeguards of civilization and start on that difficult journey of over two thousand miles. For those
brave souls came to a country of which they had little reliable information, and the way led through deserts,
plains and mountains yet without roads, or even decent trails, and inhabited by roving and in many instances
savage Indians. When my parents crossed the plains in 1847, yet single people - they first met while on that
journey - the only settlement of men and women who really intended to become permanent inhabitants of the
Oregon country had been established here but four or five years. When F. X. Matthieu, an honored pioneer who
is still living, arrived in Oregon in September, 1842, he found very few others here except the Methodist
missionaries and members and employees of...
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