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general rules and maxims which writers on agriculture have attempted to establish, are found so liable to
exceptions in their application, that they are of little service to the generality of farmers, and are founded on a
refinement of practice not calculated for persons whose education must necessarily be limited. Many of these
works presume the readers to be acquainted with the elements of chemistry, with the component parts of
earths, and a variety of subjects which cannot be understood by persons who are, in general, strangers to the
technical expressions by which such information must be conveyed. But, even if they were furnished by a
competence of instruction for such purpose, it is doubtful whether much benefit would be derived from it. The
most experienced farmers confess, that the powers and capacity of a soil for production - the best mode of
working it, and extracting the greatest return at the least expense - can only be ascertained by actual trial for a
series of years; and that the external appearance of the land, or even of the growing crops, cannot be relied
upon as sufficient indications of its value. In general, farms of any extent contain varieties of soil, frequently
intermixed with each other so irregularly, that it is impossible to class them in a manner which any theory
respecting their distinct qualities would recommend as most advantageous for their management. In one field
are often to be found clay, gravel, and chalk, strong and light sands, arranged in patches, which do not...
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