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grows on me the realization of the unusual character of this occasion. Our Republic has been at war before, it
has asked and received the supreme sacrifices of its sons and daughters, and faith in America has been
justified. Many sons and daughters made the sublime offering and went to hallowed graves as the Nation s
defenders. But we never before sent so many to battle under the flag in foreign land, never before was there the
impressive spectacle of thousands of dead returned - to find eternal resting place in the beloved homeland. The
incident is without any parallel in history that | know. These dead know nothing of our ceremony to-day. They
sense nothing of the sentiment or the tenderness which brings their wasted bodies to the homeland for burial
close to kin and friends and cherished associations. These poor bodies are but the clay tenements once
possessed of souls which flamed in patriotic devotion, lighted new hopes on the battle grounds of civilization
and 111 their sacrifices sped on to accuse autocracy before the court of eternal justice. We are not met for
them, though we love and honor and speak a grateful tribute. It would be futile to speak to those who do not
hear or to sorrow for those who can not sense it or to exalt those who can not know. But we can speak for
country, we can reach those who sorrowed and sacrificed through their service, who suffered through their
going, who glory with the Republic through their heroic achievements, who rejoice in the civilization their
heroism preserved. Every...
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