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the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1761 Excerpt: . .. to us to deprecate this
event. | must add, under this head, that simplicity of fable is an
indispenfable quality in every legitimate drama. We are too
much enamoured with what is called intrigue, business and
bustle, in our plays. We are disgusted with the thinness, that is,
the unity of a plot. We must enrich it with episodes or under-
characters: and we never consider, how much our attention is
diverted and destroyed by different objects, and our pity divided
and weakened, by an intricate multiplicity of events and of
persons. The Athenians therefore, who could relish so Simple a
plot, as that of the Philoctetes of Sophocles, had certainly either
more patience, or more good sense (I will not determine which)
than my present countrymen. If we raise our thoughts to a
subject of more importance than writing, | mean dress; even in
this sublime...
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