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The proportion between the rural and town population of a
country is an important fact in its interior economy and
condition. It determines, in a great degree, its capacity for
manufactures, the extent of its commerce and the amount of
its wealth. The growth of cities commonly marks the progress
‘:l:; of intelligence and the arts, measures the sum of social
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enjoyment, and always implies excessive mental activity, which
is sometimes healthy and useful, sometimes distempered and
pernicious. If these congregations of men diminish some of the
comforts of life, they augment others; if they are less favorable
to health than the country, they also provide better defense
against disease and better means of cure. From causes both
political and moral, they are less favorable to the
multiplication of the species. In the eyes of the moralist, cities
afford a wider field both for virtue and vice; and they are more
prone to innovation, whether for good or evil. The love of...
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