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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.2in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1911 Excerpt: . . . would be without weight if the chromosomes be enzyme masses as I have argued
in the present paper. Then the cases of Ascaris, Helix and Strongylocentrotus where the number of
chromosomes is either n or 2n are curious, but they do not speak for a condition of fluctuating variation, and
may be more readily explained as an additional division of all the elements. come to behave diCerently from
those of the germ cells and even perhaps come to lose their individuality. Change in chromosomal number and
behavior might be a regular concomitant of somatic diCerentiation, quite exclusive of any process of
chromatin diminution. This is only a tentative hypothesis, but it may open up a new path in the investigation of
the chromosomes. Whatever conclusions be reached for the tissue cells, however, need not in any way
invaliditate the theory of the continuity of the chromosomes as applied to the germ cells. On the whole,
accordingly, Della Valles view of the lability of the chromatin cannot be said to be substantiated by him, for his
new evidence is open to criticism on account of his material being unfavorable; his thesis that constancy in
number of chromosomes is essential for the theory of the individuality of the chromosomes is not correct;
many of the cases he adduces from the literature are not admissible because they are more readily explained in
other ways; and he evades much of the evidence that speaks most strongly for the idea of...
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