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Gallagher s bold examination of the Waco story oCers the first balanced account of the siege. They try to
understand what really happened in Waco: What brought the Branch Davidians to Mount Carmel? Why did the
government attack? How did the media aCect events? The authors address the accusations of illegal weapons
possession, strange sexual practices, and child abuse that were made against David Koresh and his followers.
Without attempting to excuse such actions, they point out that the public has not heard the complete story and
that many media reports were distorted. The authors have carefully studied the Davidian movement, analyzing
the theology and biblical interpretation that were so central to the group s functioning. They also consider how
two decades of intense activity against so-called cults have influenced public perceptions of unorthodox
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