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5: A Yearly Report of the Progress of the General Sanitary Sciences Throughout the World The influences
properly comprehended under the term climatology are atmospheric, telluric, and cosmic, latitude, altitude,
distance from the ocean, and prevailing winds arc the chief elements of geographic climate. There is, however,
no uniform understanding among physicians as to which are properly climatic characteristics, or merely
vicissitudinal occurrences. Paludal malarial infection. being remedial by drainage, is contested by some not to
be a proper attribute of the climate of a locality. The genius of man can undoubtedly bring about the changes
upon the face of nature which will make the marsh no longer the home of the malarial germ. The effects of
climate are not to be looked for in the prevalence of specific diseases with well-defined geographic limits. Main
of the diseases attributed to climate have been due to local insanitary causes. What climate chiefly does is to
establish constitutional tendencies through molecular modifications which become permanent and morbitic if
its warnings are disregarded or opposed, but arc as often therapeutic and curative when intelligently
conformed to and heeded. These opinions arc in a measure a reflex of the news of Lombard, the father of
modem medical climatology, widened and more accurately defined by many years close observation in all
quarters of the globe. Dr. Gihon also observes that in the medical curriculum in which climatology demands a
place as a subject of study beside hygiene and pharmacological therapeutics, there can he no room for the
teaching of elementary meteorology. However, at the present day the instruction in meteorology in scientific...
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