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indexed. Not illustrated. 1879 Excerpt: . we have virtually done by condemning all the old and offering nothing
better in its place. It is-not safe to assume that everything new is reformation, or that a theory or method is
necessarily bad because our fathers used it. For my own part | would give much more for that which has stood
the test of fifty years than for the mushroom theory that has shot up in a night from the fertile brain of some
visionary pedagogue. We can of course have little sympathy with those whom Wendell Phillips so aptly
describes as not being able to look upon the new moon with pleasure because of their deep sorrow for the loss
of that venerable institution, the old one; but even these are less ridiculous than are those who, because the
moon is two weeks old, eagerly forsake its light to follow every ignis fatuus into the swamp. Among the many
things that have demanded a place in our common school system is THE MODERN KINDERGARTEN OR NEW
EDUCATION. There is much in the kindergarten to commend it to public favor; but it is greatly to be regretted
that its advocates have too often seen fit to wage war against all other existing institutions. Some of its more
prominent advocates have been fanatics of the most aggressive kind. They would fain have us believe that our
whole system of education is both wrong in theory and pernicious in practice. Instead of educating our...
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